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 Policy

The preparation for ministry is far more than earning a degree and completing a checklist of requirements. It is a journey of discernment as well as preparation. Each journey will be unique even as those whom God calls are unique. It is not a solitary journey but a journey in community. It is the process of the body of Christ identifying people with the gifts and calling to ordained ministry, nurturing, guiding, encouraging, preparing and supporting them as they prepare, and celebrating their ordination to this ministry. The local church through the session and the presbytery through the CPM are vital partners in this journey.

The Book of Order places many important duties upon the committee on preparation for ministry in this process. Among them are giving “guidance in regard to courses of study, familiarity with the Bible and with the confessions, practical training and plans for education, including the choice of institutions, field education, and the inquirer’s or candidate’s financial need.”

In fulfillment of this duty, in the knowledge that ministry within the PC(USA) is a distinctive context, and in the belief that preparation for ministry in a PC(USA) seminary is the best preparation for a lifetime of fruitful ministry in this denomination, it is Central Florida Presbytery’s policy that all persons preparing for ordained ministry under the care of this presbytery ordinarily will attend and graduate from a PC(USA) seminary.

Many students have reasons or interests that make the consideration of a local or other non-PC(USA) seminary appear interesting, convenient, or necessary. While relocation for study is always a challenge it is the normal expectation of those under care of this presbytery. 

For this, and many other important reasons, it is critical that churches ensure that those experiencing a call to ordained ministry meet with their session and the CPM at the earliest possible opportunity. Delaying or postponing becoming an inquirer and receiving the CPM’s guidance is likely to result in significant delays, expense and hardship.

Exceptions to the Policy

The journey of preparing for ministry is often an important opportunity for future ministers to discern their call to this particular denomination. The Presbyterian process is one of community, oversight, and accountability rather than independence and individuality. While the CPM will support inquirers and candidates with an “understanding and sympathetic interest,”
 the committee’s guidance may not always coincide with the inquirer or candidate’s personal desires. Those that struggle with receiving guidance from governing bodies and resist mutual accountability will likely experience the same difficulties in their later ministry within the PC(USA). 

At its discretion and discernment the CPM may grant individual students an exception to this policy. Because the CPM must treat each inquirer and candidate’s situation individually any 

exceptions that are granted do not create precedents that others can expect or demand for themselves.

Some criteria that the CPM may consider when deciding whether or not to grant an exception:

· Previous experience in ministry and leadership within the PC(USA)

· Extraordinary family responsibilities within Central Florida

· Extreme hardship caused by relocation.

The CPM will generally require those granted an exception to complete educational and ministry experience requirements above and beyond those required by a non-PC(USA) seminary. These additional requirements are likely to increase the financial cost and time required to complete the preparation for ministry process. Inquirers and candidates may minimize these costs by working closely with the CPM to identify opportunities to complete these requirements within their degree program.

Some of these additional requirements may include:

· Attending degree program courses on a PC(USA) campus; possibly during January or summer terms

· On-line courses through PC(USA) seminaries

· Extended, specific, or additional field study requirements

· An approved course of study with a mentor

Some Strengths of a PC(USA) Seminary Education

· Inclusion of The Book of Confessions and The Book of Order in many courses and in the seminary community’s overall theological discourse

· A breadth of reformed theology permeates the seminary curriculum.

· An environment that supports and demonstrates the belief that both women and men are called by God to all offices of the church

· Women on the faculty act as role models for both male and female students

· Semester-long polity courses offered on a regular basis

· Building relationships with others of our denomination establishing lifelong connections

· Strong supervised ministry programs preparing students to minister in PC(USA) congregations

· Established relationships with PC(USA) congregations for internships

· Organized ordination examination preparation

· People, relationships, and resources to help with the call process

· Seminars for graduating seniors regarding The Board of Pensions and the call process

· Exposure to a far greater breadth of 20th century theology throughout the seminary experience than some proposed non-PC(USA) seminaries. 

· A wide variety of financial support is available for students attending PC(USA) seminaries that is not otherwise available.

· Many PC(USA) congregations are more likely to consider calling those  who graduated from a PC(USA) seminary.










� G-14.0306a(2)


� Ibid







Approved 9-12-05

